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Session Agenda

Student Finance Package for the upcoming academic year 2025/26 
including any policy changes and core support.

Analysis of application data from academic year AY24/25

Upcoming SLC campaigns AY25/26 and launch dates

A suite of resources available to use
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A look ahead to AY 2025/26
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A look ahead to AY 2025/26
On the 4th November 2024, the Secretary of State for Education announced changes to undergraduate 
tuition fees and other student support arrangements for the upcoming academic year.
Tuition fees and maintenance loans for full time, part-time, and full-time accelerated undergraduate 
students in AY25/26 will change from 1st August 2025.
Undergraduate tuition fees for both England and Wales have increased by 3.1% in line with inflation.
SFE Maintenance loans for living costs have also increased by 3.1%.
On the 21st of November 2024, it was also announced that a change to tuition fees for classroom-based 
foundation years will apply from AY25/26.
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Tuition Fee updates and changes

Maximum tuition fees for undergraduate students starting or continuing full-time and part-time 
courses at approved (fee cap) providers in the AY 25/26 will be increased by 3.1% for England.

£9,535 for a standard full-time course
£11,440 for full-time accelerated course
£7,145 for part-time course

The maximum tuition fee charged in AY25/26 will depend on 
whether the approved fee cap provider has;
A teaching excellence framework award from the OfS
An access and participation plan from the OfS
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Foundation year updates AY 25/26

The maximum tuition fees for classroom-based foundation years will be reduced from the start of the 
AY25/26 for English domiciled students.
This is to ensure courses are delivered more efficiently and at lower costs to students.

These changes are:
• Reduced tuition fee for full time classroom-based subjects to £5,760
• The maximum fees and loans for foundation years in other higher cost subject will remain at the fee 

cap available to the relevant AY at approved fee cap providers which is due to rise to £9,535 in AY 
25/26

www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/policy

http://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/policy
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Details of the announced changes to the 
undergraduate tuition fees and student support 
arrangements can be found on GOV.UK:

www.gov.uk/government/news/higher-education-
reform-to-back-opportunity-and-protect-students 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuition-fees-and-
student-support-2025-to-2026-academic-year 

Foundation year policy updates AY 25/26

http://www.gov.uk/government/news/higher-education-reform-to-back-opportunity-and-protect-students
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/higher-education-reform-to-back-opportunity-and-protect-students
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuition-fees-and-student-support-2025-to-2026-academic-year
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuition-fees-and-student-support-2025-to-2026-academic-year


OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

SFE Maintenance Loan for living costs AY25/26

Full-time SFE students, not eligible for benefits or aged over 60

The Overseas rate of loan is available for students on an approved study year abroad as part 
of their UK based course. 

Household income is the income of any parents, stepparent, parent’s
partner, wife, husband, civil partner or partner you usually live with.i
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SFE targeted support for UG students

Maximum dependant’s grants will be increased in line with inflation by 3.1% in AY 25/26 for 
new and continuing full-time undergraduate students.

The maximum adult dependants grant will be increased to £3,545
The maximum childcare grant payable, which covers 85% of actual childcare costs up to a 
specified limit will be increased to £199.62 per week for one child, and £342.24 per week for 
two or more children.
The maximum parents learning allowance payable will increase to £2,024

www.gov.uk/student-finance/extra-help

http://www.gov.uk/student-finance/extra-help
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Disabled Students Allowance

Disabled Students Allowance will mirror the 3.1% rise for full-time and part-time undergraduate’s 
and postgraduates to a maximum of £27,783 for SFE and a maximum of £34,000 for SFW.

More on DSA, including how to apply, go to: www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsa 

Non-Medical Helper General Allowance 

Specialist Equipment Travel Allowance

http://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsa
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SFE Postgraduate & Doctoral Update

Maximum loans for new students starting postgraduate master’s or doctoral
degree courses in AY 25/26 will be increased by 3.1%:

Maximum Postgraduate Doctoral Loan

£30,301

Maximum Postgraduate Disabled Students’ Allowance

£27,783

Maximum Postgraduate Master’s Loan

£12,858



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

SFW Maintenance Loan for living costs AY25/26

Expected launch date: 24th March
It's been announced maintenance loans will rise by 1.6% from AY2025/26. Meaning the 
maximum, students will get if living at home will rise to £10,480. For students living away from 
home but in London it will rise to £15,415 and for students living away from home outside of 
London it will rise to £12,345.
Every eligible full-time student will receive a grant of at least £1,000 regardless of household 
income. This grant does not have to be paid back.
Written Statement: Financial support for higher education students in the 2025/26 academic year 
and tuition fee limits (4 December 2024) | GOV.WALES

https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-financial-support-higher-education-students-202526-academic-year-and-tuition-fee
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-financial-support-higher-education-students-202526-academic-year-and-tuition-fee
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SFW Policy updates AY25/26

Settled as an event

From AY 25/26, students who are granted settled status for any reason will be able to become 
eligible as an event, subject to satisfying other eligibility requirements. This means that there will 
no longer be a requirement to hold settled status on the first day of the first academic year of the 
course, or the first day of the first term of the course, from AY 25/26.

This change is being made to ensure that students who are granted settled status for any reason 
are treated equitably, in that they can become eligible for student funding during their course. 
Applicants who are settled in the UK will be able to access student funding (according to the 
rules applicable to individual products) as soon as they acquire the right to remain in the UK on a 
permanent basis, provided they meet all the other eligibility requirements.
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SFW Policy updates AY25/26

Fee/PG support for Chagossians
From AY 25/26, an amendment will be made to the existing British Overseas Territories (BOTs) 
category to introduce a new eligibility route for Chagossians with British citizenship. As per those 
students who are eligible for funding under the current BOTs category, this route will provide access 
to UG fee-only funding, PG master’s, and PG doctoral funding.

The BOTs category in each set of Regulations will be amended so that any person who is either:

• A British citizen who was born in the islands which now form the British Indian Overseas Territory 
(BIOT).

• A British citizen who is a direct descendant of a person who was born in the islands which now 
form the BIOT.

• Is treated as being ordinarily resident in the BIOT during any period(s) during which they 
are/were not ordinarily resident in the UK and Islands.
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An introduction to LLE

During AY 26/27 a new student finance system will be launched that will increase the 
flexibility in the way students are able to study.

The new system is called Lifelong Learning Entitlement and will be launched in January 
2027.

Under LLE, all eligible students will be able to apply for a Tuition fee loan worth the 
equivalent of 4 years post 18 education which equates to £38,140 in AY 25/26 fees.

LLE can be used to fund a range of courses, from full time undergraduate degree and higher 
technical qualifications to modules of approved Level 4 and 5 qualifications.

Maintenance loan support will be available to all eligible learners under LLE.

Learners will be able to apply for their LLE funding, from September 2026 for eligible courses 
and modules starting in January 2027.
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Alternative Student Finance (ASF)

DfE have confirmed their commitment to introduce a Sharia compliant alternative student 
finance product. This will form part of the Lifelong Learning Entitlement (LLE).

ASF will be available for undergraduate students who are eligible for student finance under 
normal eligibility and entitlement rules.

Further information on the plans for alternative student finance can be found by following the 
QR code.

www.educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/11/alternative-student-finance-
how-were-making-student-finance-accessible-to-everyone/

http://www.educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/11/alternative-student-finance-how-were-making-student-finance-accessible-to-everyone/
http://www.educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/11/alternative-student-finance-how-were-making-student-finance-accessible-to-everyone/
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Student Finance England Repayments

We can confirm no further changes have been made to repayments and all new and continuing 
students in AY 25/26 will repay under plan 5 terms and conditions.

Students won’t have to make repayments until their income is over the set threshold, which will 
be £25,000 a year (£2,083 a month or £480 a week) until April 2027.

Repayment will begin the April after completing, leaving or withdrawing from higher education.

Students will repay 9% of any income earned over the set threshold and if employed, 
deductions will be made from their pay through the HMRC tax system

During the repayment term, if the student's income drops below the threshold, repayments will 
pause. Future repayments will begin when the student’s income rises over the threshold.

All outstanding balances will be cancelled after 40 years of entering repayment.
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Student Finance Wales Repayments

We can confirm as per the Government announcement on the 13th of August 2024 that the 
income threshold for repayment of Plan 2 loans will rise to £28,470 from 6 April 2025 to 5 April 
2026.

Students won’t have to make repayments until their income is over the set threshold, which will 
be £28,470 a year until April 2026.

Repayment will begin the April after completing, leaving or withdrawing from higher education.

Students will repay 9% of any income earned over the set threshold and if employed, 
deductions will be made from their pay through the HMRC tax system

During the repayment term, if the student's income drops below the threshold, repayments will 
pause. Future repayments will begin when the student’s income rises over the threshold.

All outstanding balances will be cancelled after 30 years of entering repayment.
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Data from applications in academic year 24/25
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SFE Application Submission AY23/24 vs AY24/25

Applications Post-New FT Deadlines

Applications Post-Continuing FT Deadlines

SFE Student application numbers month on month for AY23/24 vs AY24/25



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

SFW Application Submission AY23/24 vs AY24/25

Applications Post-New FT Deadlines

Applications Post-Continuing FT Deadlines

SFW Student application numbers month on month for AY23/24 vs AY24/25
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SLC Campaigns and Resources available
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Right message at the right time

Ensuring students apply early in the application cycle is imperative to receiving their funding 
ready for transition into higher education.

Payment               Late Applications    Right First Time Hub

August to September

Apply Now             Evidence                Clearing

March to June

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-get-your-first-payment-if-youre-applying-late
https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-for-students-parents-and-partners-providing-evidence-to-support-a-student-finance-application
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-for-students-going-through-clearing
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Upcoming SFE Campaigns

The SFE campaign page has been updated with all the information students need to know and 
understand about their finance journey and how to submit their on-time applications.

https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk 

https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/
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Upcoming SFW Campaigns

SFW are currently planning their upcoming campaigns and information will be on the SFW website 
in due course.
You can expect to find all the information on the below sites: 
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/discover-
student-finance/

https://www.cyllidmyfyrwyrcymru.co.uk/darganfo
d-cyllid-myfyrwyr/

https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/discover-student-finance/
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/discover-student-finance/
https://www.cyllidmyfyrwyrcymru.co.uk/darganfod-cyllid-myfyrwyr/
https://www.cyllidmyfyrwyrcymru.co.uk/darganfod-cyllid-myfyrwyr/
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Get ready for Launch AY25/26

Before starting an application, students should have the following information to hand:

• Passport, Birth Certificate or other identity and residency evidence documents which can 
include valid EUSS Share Codes for EU, EEA and Swiss nationals  

• University and course details (don’t worry if this changes as this can be changed at a later date)

• UK bank account details and National Insurance number

The easiest way for parents or sponsors to support an application is through the online Gov.uk 
portal where they can provide their information

• National Insurance numbers for income purposes (based on tax year 23/24)
• Details of any other child dependants

If their household income decreases by at least 15%, students can be
reassessed: www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance/change-an-applicationi

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance/change-an-application
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SFE and SFW Full-time Undergraduate Launch Dates

The full-time undergraduate launch service for AY 2025/26 is ready to open and it is 
important students apply before (or close to) the set deadlines:

The AY 25/26 application service for 
full-time SFE undergraduate students is 

due to open on March 10th 2025

The AY 25/26 application service for 
full-time SFW undergraduate 

students is due to open on March 
24th 2025
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Student Information and Resources
Eligibility, entitlement along with guidance is readily available from the websites and social 
media channels linked to SLC and other UK funding administrators.

twitter.com/SF_England
facebook.com/SFEngland

instagram.com/studentfinance_england
youtube.com/SFEFilm

Make sure your students are signed up ready for the AY 25/26 SFE full time Undergraduate 
application service mail launch – ACTIVE NOW!

https://twitter.com/SF_England
https://www.facebook.com/SFEngland
https://www.instagram.com/studentfinance_england/
https://www.youtube.com/SFEFilm
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Student Information and Resources

www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/supporting-materials/
www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/practitioners/supporting-materials/

http://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/supporting-materials/
http://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/practitioners/supporting-materials/
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Sammie Hutchinson
Funding Information Services Account Manager 
North East, North West, Yorkshire and Humber
samantha_hutchinson@slc.co.uk 
07976848697 

Charmaine Valente
Funding Information Services Account Manager 
South London & South East.
Charmaine_valente@slc.co.uk 
07774281355

www.practitioners.slc.co.uk
www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/Practitioners

mailto:samantha_hutchinson@slc.co.uk
mailto:Charmaine_valente@slc.co.uk
http://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/
http://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/Practitioners
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Question time
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